
Collingwood School Parent Council (CSC) 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 
 
Date of Meeting: May 13, 2026 at 6:30pm, in person and via Microsoft Teams  
 
Council Members in Attendance: Ardith M. (Chair), Amy W. (Key Communicator) 
Council Member Online: Sarah S. (Secretary), Anna S. (Social Media Coordinator), Tylor H. (Online 
Safety Subcommittee Lead),  
Council Members Regrets: Henry Y. (Vice Chair), Tashina E. (Naturalization Member), Ashley M. 
(Volunteer Coordinator) 
 
Guests in Attendance: Laura Hack (CBE Trustee), Sr. Rick Petrowitsch (Principal), Rachelle Y., 
McKinnis H., Mercedes M., Amie K. 

Guests Online:  Sra. Adriana McCruden (Assistant Principal), Yulenda E., Jesse F., Rebecca K., 
Breanna, Marley G., Chelsea D., Ainslay, Jessalynn K., Stephanie 

Land 
Acknowledgement 
and Call to Order 

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Ardith M. 
 
We would like to acknowledge the traditional territories and oral practices of 
the Blackfoot Nations, which includes the Siksika, the Piikani, and the Kainai. 
We also acknowledge the Tsuut’ina and Stoney Nakoda First Nations, the 
Métis Nation region 3, and all people who make their homes in the Treaty 7 
region of Southern Alberta 

Welcome, Meeting 
Guidelines, 

Introductions 

Welcome by Ardith M. 

Approval of Agenda 
for Meeting 

Agenda approved as is, no new items. Motion by Amie K., seconded by 
Rachelle Y. 

Guest Presentation 
by Laura Hack, CBE 

Trustee 

Welcome Laura Hack. She gave a brief job description and highlighted the role 
of caring for students.   
 
Good news – just today the government announced: 

 $2MM for class size improvements 
 $4.9MM for complexity funding - Collingwood was on the original list 

but not on the new list for complexity funding. Of that $4.9MM,  ¼ of 
funding is going to the CBE 

 Money going towards 2026-27 school year 
 
Q; What about physical space? 
A: 26 projects are on the go but building takes time. One to open in Evanston – 
3/5 years is from announcement to full build.  
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Q: How often do you look at boundaries?  
A: This is not our role but admin Chief superintendent looks into it. Principal 
reports to Chief 
 
Policy, governance and advocacy.  
Q: What about Spanish bilingual program or specialized programing? 
A: would need to see massive need based on parental interest. Cresent 
heights is not on overflow (Spanish Immersion)  
 
Q: Older schools and maintenance. We only see change when there is a safety 
issue  
A: IMR infrastructure&  maintenance renewal. Operational maintenance – daily 
operations IMR has been completely cut (zero dollars) cannot cover 
 
Q: How do we change that?  
A: haven’t been prioritizing modernization 
 
Q: How do we advocate for our school – parent. Involvement 
A: Letter writing to gvt and amanda chapman (MLA). Can ask to have a meeting 
with the minister of education – goal for next year – but laura says he likely 
won’t come. Rick has tried to meet with Minister of Educatuon in his 
constiutancey and he won’t. 
Goal to education ppl about conditions, age of schools, Rick - The best thing 
we can do is write the emails, send letters, getting people talking so the gov 
can hear we're not happy with things. Educate the people about the conditions 
of education.  
 
Q: Does CBE manage the infrastructure of the schools 
A: AB infrastructure has stopped doing site inspections  - we run more yellow 
bus routes  than CT does.  We don’t have somebody 
Who owns the building? 
We don’t own them but will be will be responsible for the upkeep with no 
funding allocated. 
 
Q: In the last year, gov announced that charter and private can access 
infrastructure. Explain. 
A: We can rent to charter schools for $1 but we are responsible for  
CBE takes all students no exceptions, Charters are now public charter school. 
It is a choice. CBE can’t keep a school open but will rent to a Charter for $1.  
Closures are on the board of trustees – will only close when there is a safety 
issue.  Louise Dean can’t sell to developer – there is a replacement school 
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going in. to serve neurodiversity.  Boarded up, torn down, then government will 
own the new building.   
Selling of old schools is what has funded cbe in the past.  
Capital reserves only get filled when were able to sell old sites.  Its what we 
use to open new schools and fund school for supplies, sports gear, printers,  
Bill 25 & Bill 28 (land disposition)– will greatly impact CBE – RPGA doesn’t 
allow them to replace schools.   
NEW CBE schools are owned by gvt 
End goal is to get rid of public education as per Laura Hack 
Board of trustees can’t hire superintendant so basically taking all the power- 
can no longer close schools 
 
Q: Is end goal to own all the CBE buildings?  
Only role will be teacher transfers, if all bill pass. 
 
Q How can parents unite to protect public education? 
A: Get mass amount of signatures.   
 
Q: Is it easier to take on the whole or focus on a specific issue? 
A: Either can work, but you need to find a way to language your concerns 
 
Q: Why are we losing time (10min) at recess because of busing?   
A: Busing and bus routes are driving 2-3 routes – should these kids be late 
30mins or take away breaks for all.  Came from the transportation department.  
School gets start and end time and then schools have to figure out how to fit 
everything in – leftover is 17mins.  School parameters 8am-4pm 
Front loaded so teachers can get together to collaborate.  Assignable times 
cannot be changed now. Hours and hours of spreadsheets – if its grieved then 
the teachers would be done and a school would need to bring in a sub. 
Contractually can only assign a certain amount of time to teach, and then 
assign meetings 
More busses and more bus drivers. Need more schools.  
 
Q: collaborate with many schools 
A: need to disperse this information with all the parents so they have the 
information that was learned this evening.  Collaborate with other school 
councils and present as a collective.  Get the message out.  Laura left copes of 
all MLAs so we know who to contact.  Board of trustee page has all the 
additional information (both are attached to these minutes) 
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Principal’s Report Update by Sr. Petrowitsch & Sra. McCruden 

 
Highlights: 

 Que Pasa was an amazing experience.  
 New principal coming June 1st – introductory email is attached 
 Rick has enjoyed his time here 
 GAGA ball pit flooring is replaced and kids are loving it. The work was 

done under warranty. 
 Getting 2 exterior safety lights outside  
 Water stations will likely be installed over the summer. 
 Looking forward to volunteer gathering next week. 
 Visiting band from Port Albery next week. A great way for the kids to be 

exposed to a band. 
 Monday May 25th Grade 6 writes English part A 
 Gone over the books and have 12K of unpaid school fees – letters 

(emails) have been sent out to parents as a reminder of outstanding 
balances. 

School Council 
Update 

a) Key Communicator (Amy) – we presented a resolution at the Alberta School 
Council Association, and it passed! Class size caps, and more - she learned 
how to "language" our concerns to make it unifying and safe for everyone. Our 
resolution was signed with 16 other schools! Need to think of k-12 population 
in order to get things passed.   
 
b) Social Media Coordinator (Anna) – no update 
 
c) Volunteer Coordinator (Ashley) – reminder to sign up with legal first and last 
name – swimming and family fiesta still need volunteers  - see sign-up. 

 Thursday May 21st is last fun lunch 
 Kids club on June 4 
 Wednesday June 24th – sports day.   

 
d) Naturalization Member (Tashina V.) – continuing to chip away at things. 
 
e) Online Safety Subcommittee (Tylor H.) – no update 

Collingwood School 
Parent Association 

(CSPA) Update 

Mercedes M. (Chair) - Yay Readathon! 

Previous Business a) Update on water bottle filing stations - asked for 3 refrigerated and rest of 
funds going to getting books. 
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b) Do we need to renew IXL for next year? Not sure about IXL - Using Mathup 
moving forward. Will consider IXL on a grade specific basis but probably won’t 
need it as a school wide application. 
 
c) Residency planning for next school year! Need to get dollar amount from PA. 
Need to ask the teachers and this will be something the new principal will want 
to be involved in. 
 
d) New principal update – see attached 
 
e) Light installation by Kindergarten door – Done!  

New Business None 
Q & A Q: I know that there are many considerations that go into these meetings so 

this may not be a possibility, but I think parental engagement would improve if 
the meeting time was a little later and had less overlap with peak parenting 
hours. Especially for solo parents or those with young kids that still need a lot 
of hands-on care until bedtime the timing of these meetings is a barrier. 
A: Let’s have more of a discussion on this. 
 
Q: How can council better share the meeting “minutes” or outcomes with the 
parents? How do we activate the parent community? 
A: We should consider using our whats app grade groups to distribute 
information afterwards 
 
Q: Have we considered using the ASCA grant for postcards to use as 
advertising (for both council and the PA)? 
A: No we haven’t, we hadn’t realized that that was an option! 

Approval of 
Previous Minutes  

Approval of March and April meeting minutes. 
 
Motion by Ardith M. seconded by Amie K. 

Adjournment This is our last formal meeting of the year. We will have a pub social event on 
Wednesday June 10th which should be a good opportunity to meet the new 
principal. Next formal meeting will be the first one of the school year on 
Wednesday September 9, 2026 at 6:00 pm! 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Ardith M. at 8:04 Seconded by Rachelle Y. 

 

Attachments:  

- Introductory letter from Sra. Moreau 
- Information sheets from Laura Hack 
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Principal Introduction Letter 
Collingwood School | Escuela Collingwood 

 

 

Monday, May 11, 2026 

 

My name is Eve Moreau, and I am truly honoured to introduce myself as Principal of Escuela 
Collingwood. It is a privilege to join a school community with a 25-year commitment to bilingual 
learning. I am greatly looking forward to getting to know the students, families, and staff who make this 
school such a special place. 

Throughout more than twenty years in education, I have had the opportunity to serve as a teacher, 
educational researcher, consultant, curriculum designer, and school leader. These experiences — 
both locally and internationally in Saudi Arabia, India, and Ecuador — have shaped my belief that 
schools are places where children develop not only academically, but also as compassionate, curious, 
and confident human beings. They have also deepened my appreciation for the power of language 
learning to build connection, understanding, and opportunity. 

Within the Calgary Board of Education, I taught in the Spanish bilingual programs at Senator Patrick 
Burns School and W.O. Mitchell School and later acted as a system specialist supporting language 
programs across the district. I also had the honour of representing educators, universities and 
community partners with a vested interest in Spanish language education as provincial chair of the 
Alberta Spanish Language Education Consortium. Most recently, I served as Assistant Principal at 
both Crescent Heights High School and W.O. Mitchell School, roles that have been instrumental to 
shaping my leadership in Spanish language education. 

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time outdoors with my family, cooking, travelling, and taking part in 
Calgary’s vibrant cultural life. These experiences continue to remind me of the importance of 
community, creativity, and connection. 

I am genuinely grateful for the opportunity to become part of the Escuela Collingwood community. I 
look forward to listening, learning, and working together as we continue to build on the school’s strong 
traditions and create meaningful learning experiences for every student.  

Saludos cordiales, 

 

 
Eve Moreau, EdD 
Principal, Escuela Collingwood 
Calgary Board of Education | www.cbe.ab.ca 

  
















